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He and the British met as far as they had a common
enemy. There came to be mutual regard on each
side, but never for one moment did Feisal forget that
he was an Arab, fighting for an Arab cause. When
it was realized that he was a fighting force, and the
British desired to increase his mobility, he gladly
accepted what they offered and worked to plan with
Lord Allenby, but the issue was never clouded. It
was clear in his mind if not in that of the British,
who were apt to see in his readiness to serve a sugges-
tion of the subservient.
Feisal was subservient to one thing, and that the
cause of Arab Nationalism, though there were
occasions when his father failed to see this. Hassein,
upon whom each passing year added progressive
senility, saw his son caught in the net of British
wiliness. He and his other sons, though ostensibly
for the Arab revolt, talked but did little. It was
Feisal who acted, and finally who reaped the kudos,
and the old man grew inordinately jealous of his
son.
They were difficult days for Feisal, but he had
that clarity of judgment which enabled him to see
that, in accepting British assistance in large measure
and in working in close liaison with the British
generalissimo, he was bringing within grasp that
which at any time to the capture of Damascus might
have been no more real than the mirage which so
frequently gave him sanctuary.
It was long before the British command in Cairo
would accept Feisal as a potential Turk beater.
When it did, there was another hiatus before the